
 APR I L 2021

TH E MAGAZ I N E YOU COM E HOM E TO

PLUS
Three options for home cooling
Bedford County turns 250
Spring has sprung

Discovering the 
beauty of vintage 
insulators

Electric  
collection



NEWEST FLEET
ALONG THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER

Largest Staterooms Spacious LoungesAward-Winning Excursions

NEW ENGLAND SOUTHEAST PACIFIC NORTHWEST ALASKAMISSISSIPPI RIVER

Call today for your FREE Cruise Guide
1-800-459-2596
AmericanCruiseLines.com

With the introduction of our Modern Riverboat Series, American Cruise Lines is elevating the standard for 
U.S. riverboat cruising. Aboard these brand new ships that feature modern design, spacious staterooms 
with private balconies, and a grand multi-story atrium, experience the future of U.S. riverboat cruising. 

River Cruising Done Perfectly.™

2 0 2 0

World's Leading Small
Ships Cruise Line

MAGAD_PENN_LINES_8.25X10.875_ISSUE_APR_2021.indd   1 2/26/21   2:41 PM



  |   APR I L 2021

APRIL 2021 
Vol. 56 • No. 4

EdItoR 
Peter A. Fitzgerald

SEnIoR EdItoR/WRItER
Katherine Hackleman

ASSocIAtE EdItoR
Michael T. Crawford

LAyout & dESIgn
W. Douglas Shirk

PRoductIon cooRdInAtoR
Michelle M. Smith

contRIbutIng coLumnIStS
John Kasun 

Anne M. Kirchner 
George Weigel

Penn Lines (USPS 929-700), the newsmagazine 
of Pennsylvania’s electric cooperatives, is published 
monthly by the Pennsylvania Rural Electric Associa-
tion, 212 Locust Street, P.O. Box 1266, Harrisburg, 
PA 17108-1266. Penn Lines helps 166,000 house-
holds of co-op consumer-members understand issues 
that affect the electric cooperative program, their local 
co-ops, and their quality of life. Electric co-ops are not-
for-profit, consumer-owned, locally directed, and tax-
paying electric utilities. Penn Lines is not responsible 
for unsolicited manuscripts. The opinions expressed 
in Penn Lines do not necessarily reflect those of the 
editors, the Pennsylvania Rural Electric Association, or 
local electric distribution cooperatives.

Subscriptions: Electric co-op members, $5.39 per 
year through their local electric distribution coopera-
tive. Preferred Periodicals postage paid at Harrisburg, 
PA 17107 and additional mail ing offices. POST-
MASTER: Send address changes with mailing label 
to Penn Lines, 212 Locust Street, P.O. Box 1266, 
Harrisburg, PA 17108-1266.

Advertising: Display ad deadline is six weeks prior to 
month of issue. Ad rates upon request. Acceptance 
of advertising by Penn Lines does not imply endorse-
ment of the product or services by the publisher or 
any electric cooperative. If you encounter a problem 
with any product or service advertised in Penn Lines, 
please contact: Advertising, Penn Lines, P.O. Box 
1266, Harrisburg, PA 17108. Penn Lines reserves 
the right to refuse any advertising.

Board officers and staff, Pennsylvania Rural Electric 
Association: Chairman, Leroy Walls; Vice Chair man, 
Tim Burkett; Secretary, Barbara Miller; Treas urer, 
Rick Shope; President & CEO, Frank M. Betley

© 2021 Pennsylvania Rural Electric Association. 
All rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part 
without written permission is prohibited.

Visit with us at Penn Lines Online,  
located at: www.prea.com/penn-lines-

magazine. Penn Lines Online provides an 
email link to Penn Lines editorial staff, 

information on advertising rates, and an 
archive of past issues.

Member Of:

4  KEEPIng cuRREnt
  News from across  

the Commonwealth

8  fEAtuRE: ELEctRIc  
coLLEctIon

  Discovering the beauty of vintage 
insulators 

12  SmARt cIRcuItS
  Three options for home cooling

14  tImE LInES
  Your newsmagazine  

through the years

14a  cooPERAtIVE  
connEctIon

  Information and advice from  
your local electric cooperative 

16  EnERgy mAttERS
  Differences between overhead 

and underground power lines

18  tEcH tREndS
  New nuclear energy technology

20  fEAtuRE: bEdfoRd  
county mARKS 250 yEARS 
of HIStoRy

22 countRy KItcHEn
 Spring has sprung!

23  PoWER PLAntS
  10 of the best small trees for 

Pennsylvania yards

24  cLASSIfIEdS

26  PuncH LInES
  It’s curtains for you

27  RuRAL REfLEctIonS
  Spring is here!

CoNteNts

on tHE coVER
Sullivan County REC 

CEO Craig Harting and 
employee Diane White 
are both avid collectors 

of vintage insulators. This 
part of the collections 

shows several insulators 
originally used on 
cooperative lines.   

Photo by John Zelewicz

8

22

20

27

3



  |   APR I L 20214

the quarantine zone should also re-
view and sign the compliance checklist 
for residents.

Since 2015, the department has 
received more than $34 million in 
state and federal funds to combat the 
spotted lanternfly.

New to Pennsylvania’s fight against 
the spotted lanternfly this spring is 

Lucky, a female 
German shepherd 
trained to detect 
spotted lantern-
fly eggs, often in 
places humans 
can’t access. Lucky 

joined the department in November 
2020 and helps to inspect businesses 
like nurseries, greenhouses, vehicle 
fleets and log yards. She is the first dog 
in the nation trained to detect spotted 
lanternfly eggs.

For more information on the spotted 
lanternfly, visit agriculture.pa.gov/
spottedlanternfly.

keepingcurrent

News from across the Commonwealth

“The spotted lanternfly is more than 
a pest in the literal sense,” Redding 
said. “It’s wreaking havoc for home and 
business owners, kids who just want to 
play outside, Pennsylvania agriculture, 
and the economy of the state we all call 
home. Whether you think it’s your job 
or not, we need every Pennsylvanian to 
keep their eyes peeled for signs of this 
bad bug — to scrape every egg mass, 
squash every bug and report every 
sighting. We need to unite in our ha-
tred for this pest for our common love: 
Pennsylvania.”

The new eight counties with a 
known infestation are: Cambria, Cam-
eron, Franklin, Lackawanna, Montour, 
Pike, Wayne and Westmoreland.

Businesses that operate in or travel 
through quarantined counties are 
required to obtain a spotted lanternfly 
permit. Homeowners with questions 
about treatment are encouraged to 
contact their local Penn State Exten-
sion office or learn about management 
online. Pennsylvanians who live inside 

REAdER RESPonSE 
Dear Editor,
Enjoying John 

Kasun’s columns. 
He is a great pick 
for Penn Lines, 
and I can identify 
with an outdoors-
man and writer 
for Game News. 
Like he said about replacing Earl Pitts, 
“Those are big shoes to fill.” Way to go 
John, you can do it! 

Would like to put in a plug for 
Sullivan County Rural Electric; they do 
an outstanding job. Miss Earl signing 
off, AMERICAN!

Pete Newswanger, treasurer, 
Keystone Sportsman’s Club, Sullivan 
County Rural Electric Cooperative

Dear Editor,
I want to thank 

Anne Kirchner for 
her Irish recipes 
(March 2021). My 
Irish ancestors 
came to America 
in the mid-1700s. 
Going to the store 
and start making the Irish stew.

Larry Hoover — Valley Rural Electric 
Cooperative

Spotted lanternfly continues 
march across state

Eight counties have been added to 
the Commonwealth’s spotted lantern-
fly quarantine zone, bringing to 34 the 
total number of Pennsylvania counties 
in the quarantine zone, according to a 
recent announcement by state Agri-
culture Secretary Russell Redding. The 
goal of the quarantine is to slow the 
spread of the invasive insect that is 
causing damage to forests, nurseries 
and crops. (continues on page 6)
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Allis-Chalmers: A Farmer’s Prayer
A thoughtful prayer asks the Lord for daily blessings  
while giving thanks for His strength and guidance.  

Shown smaller than 
approximate size of 

71/2" high 
 by 73/4" wide  
by 5" deep.

Fastest way to order:
HamiltonCollection.com/CUBS2016Car
Fastest way to order:
HamiltonCollection.com/CUBS2016Car
Fastest way to order:
HamiltonCollection.com/CUBS2016Car

Fastest way to order:
HamiltonCollection.com/Prayer

Celebrate the Allis-Chalmers WD-45 Tractor  
and the hard-working farmers who tend the land. 

09-09145-001-BI1

Name___________________________________________

Address_________________________________________

City________________________State_____Zip_________

Email (Optional)____________________________________

Signature________________________________________

(Please print clearly.)

Please Respond Promptly

09-09145-001-E12501

MAIL TO:

All orders are subject to product availability and credit approval.

Allow 6 to 8 weeks after initial payment for shipment.
*Add a total of $13.00 for shipping & service, and sales tax; see HamiltonCollection.com. 

Mail Today!

Answering the call from farmers for tractors with more horsepower,  
Allis-Chalmers built its first four-plow class WD-45 tractor between 1953 
and 1957. One of the most popular of the era, this model boasted a “Snap- 
Coupler” hitch system that made it easier to attach implements and was the first 
Allis-Chalmers tractor to offer a diesel engine and power steering.  

Now comes an ALL-NEW keepsake replica of the WD-45 depicted beside a rustic-
looking barn backdrop featuring artistry of the tractor working the field!

PLUS you’ll be inspired by A Farmer’s Prayer, a tender poem that thoughtfully 
reflects the heart and soul of America’ s farmers!

“Allis-Chalmers: A Farmer’s Prayer” is handcrafted and hand-painted with a 
rich blend of metallic and glossy hues. No detail is overlooked, from the treaded tires 
to the “grassy” base embellished with the brand’s famous logo. Limited to 95 casting 
days, it’s also numbered and sent with a Certificate of Authenticity, further assurance 
you’ve received a fully licensed keepsake.  

Reserve this NEW Allis-Chalmers tribute inspired by our nation’s farmers 
for just two payments of $44.99*. Send no money now; we’ll bill only your  
first payment prior to shipment. Your satisfaction is guaranteed. Reply today!

9204 Center For The Arts Drive, Niles, Illinois  60714-1300

©2021 HC. All Rights Reserved.  
Allis-Chalmers is a registered trademark of Archer Well Company Inc.

�YES!
 
Please reserve the “Allis-Chalmers: A Farmer’s 

Prayer” tribute for me as described in this announcement.

FOLLOW 
US ON

09_09145_001_BI1.indd   1 12/22/20   1:55 PM
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Keeping current
(continued from page 4)

bears in Pennsylvania during the 2020 
seasons, making it the state’s sixth-best 
bear harvest. The number is about 
20% lower than 2019’s record harvest 
of 4,653 bears, but it is close to the 
five-year average of 3,675 bears.

In 2020, the bear archery season was 
one week longer, and bowhunters set 
a new harvest record of 948, breaking 
the former record of 561 set in 2019. 

Bears were taken in 59 of the state’s 
67 counties and 22 of the state’s 
Wildlife Management Units in the 
2020 seasons. The largest bear taken 
in the 2020 seasons was a 719-pound 
male taken with a crossbow in Fulton 
County. The largest bear ever taken in 
the state was an 875-pound male har-
vested in 2010 in Pike County. The top 
county in terms of the number of bears 
taken in the 2020 seasons was Potter 
County with 188 bears, followed by 
Lycoming County with 185, Tioga 
County with 184, Clearfield with 157 
and Monroe with 152.

mandatory 10-digit dialing 
is here for 814 area code

All residents and businesses in the 
current 814 area code are reminded 
that mandatory 10-digit dialing for all 
telephone calls begins April 3, 2021. 
The 814 area code covers all or parts 
of 27 counties across Central and 
Northwestern Pennsylvania.

For the past several months, callers 
across the area code have been able to 
use the 10-digit dialing for local calls, 
but the change is now mandatory. 
This marks the next major step toward 
the addition of a new “overlay” area 
code — 582 — which will eventually 
serve side by side with the current 
814 area code. The new area code will 
be assigned to new numbers once the 
supply of available 814 numbers is 
exhausted. l

EDITOR’S NOTE: Bluebirds are said 
to love eating “meal worms,” not “mill 
worms,” as was incorrectly stated in 
a column in the March issue of Penn 
Lines. A number of eagle-eyed read-
ers pointed out the error, which we 
sincerely regret.

ers were processed into rubber mulch, 
play turf, rubber asphalt roads, or 
shredded and placed in a landfill.

Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful officials 
note tires that are improperly disposed 
of can leach toxic chemicals into the 
soil and water, and provide breeding 
grounds for mosquitoes that carry 
the risk of several viruses. Piles of 
tires also run the risk of catching fire, 
which can further spread toxic chemi-
cals through smoke.

For more about the program, an af-
filiate of Keep America Beautiful, Inc., 
the nation’s largest volunteer-based 
community action and education orga-
nization, go to keeppabeautiful.org. 

grants available for EV 
charging stations

The Pennsylvania Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP) has 
announced $936,000 in grant funding 
for four projects that will help expand 
electric vehicle use through the instal-
lation of fast chargers in high-traffic 
areas. DEP officials also are beginning 
the process to draft a rule that would 
make electric vehicles more readily 
available to consumers and also plan 
to release a booklet on the benefits and 
basics of zero-emission vehicles.

DEP officials note the programs 
funded by the grant recipients are 
expected to remove 771 tons of carbon 
dioxide, 0.5 ton of nitrogen oxides, 
0.3 ton of volatile organic compounds, 
186 pounds of coarse particulate mat-
ter and 51 pounds of fine particulate 
matter from the air annually.

The projects being funded are locat-
ed in Philadelphia, Delaware County, 
Allegheny County and Bucks County. 
They are planned to be stops in a net-
work of highway segments that DEP 
and the Pennsylvania Department of 
Transportation are helping to develop 
into electric vehicle corridors for  
longer distance drivers along Inter-
states 76, 95, 376, and 476.

Hunters take 3,608 black 
bears in 2020 seasons 

The Pennsylvania Game Commis-
sion reports hunters took 3,608 black 

Pennsylvania turnpike 
disputes report

Officials from the Pennsylvania 
Turnpike say a recent report from the 
insurance website Budget Direct not-
ing the toll road has the highest cost 
in the world is seriously flawed due to 
basic differences in how toll highways 
are used, how toll rates are set and 
how travelers pay.

The report notes that a motorist 
driving the 360-mile route would pay 
$123. The next two most expensive 
roads listed were the 30-mile-long 
Grossglockner High Alpine Road in 

Austria at $45 and the 50-mile-long 
Rijeka Dubrovnik in Croatia at $38. 
The report included a route from the 
western edge of the state to the eastern 
edge of the state and then north to 
Clarks Summit near Scranton. Offi-
cials noted it would not be likely that 
someone would travel that route as 
I-80 would be the expected method of 
travel for that trip, and they also noted 
that 85% of turnpike drivers use E-Z 
Pass, which would nearly halve the 
cost of the trip.

Keep Pennsylvania 
beautiful collects 1 million 
tires since 1990

Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful and its 
affiliates and partners have collected 
and properly disposed of more than 
1 million tires since the program’s 
inception in 1990. Most of the tires 
were collected from roadways, water-
ways, parks, trails, and illegal dumps 
during coordinated cleanups, recycling 
events, and drop-off locations.

Some tires were recycled while oth-



The production of the penta 
preservative is coming to
an end December 2021.  
Your best choice is
UltraPole NXT  
with DCOI with
innovations that  
benefit utilities, 
linemen, homeowners
and the environment.

The environmentally  
advanced UltraPole NXT 
with DCOI is coming.



Electric collection
By Jessica Delfino 

Penn Lines Contributor
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Once a workhorse of the electric 
transmission, railroad and 
communications (telegraph 

and telephone) industries, vintage 
glass insulators are today found more 
often in an antique shop or a collector’s 
home than on a pole.

An insulator is a safety device — a 
material that prevents the flow of 
electric current to ground or other 
conductors. Through the years, the 
insulators used in electric transmission 
applications have transitioned from 
glass to porcelain to polymer (a type of 
plastic) as new technology, economics 
and availability changed. 

“Early electric distribution networks 
weren’t super high-voltage, so small-
er glass insulators could be used on 

electric lines as well as telegraph and 
telephone lines,” explains Craig Hart-
ing, CEO of Forksville-based Sullivan 
County Rural Electric Cooperative 
(REC) and a collector of vintage insu-
lators. “As voltages increased on power 
lines, then insulators needed to change, 
too, as the insulators needed to get 
bigger when the voltages went up.”

Harting says the cooperative’s system 
now includes a few of the old glass insu-
lators but most are porcelain; however, 
as those insulators need to be replaced 
on the higher-voltage lines, the cooper-
ative is switching to polymer, a lighter 
material that doesn’t chip or crack.

Early history
The history of the popular vintage 

glass and porcelain insulators, now 
prized by antique collectors, began in 
the mid-1800s with the construction of 
the first telegraph lines that relied on 
low-voltage electric current to transmit 
messages across the country. Insulators 
in an assortment of shapes, colors and 
sizes followed as the industry grew.

In America and across Canada, glass 
was primarily used in the early days, 
whereas in the United Kingdom, ce-
ramics were the material of choice, and 
at least one company made them using 
stoneware. The insulators were thread-
less, shaped like a “bureau knob,” and 
held in place using at first, nothing, and 
later, tar as glue. Some early models 
had wooden caps over them. Online 

Discovering the beauty of vintage insulators 

HARtING CoLLeCtIoN: sullivan 
County REC CEO Craig Harting’s collec-
tion of vintage insulators includes a wide 
variety of different styles and colors.
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searches bring up some fascinating ex-
amples, but most of these early samples 
are hard to come by. Today, such links 
to the past that are both utilitarian and 
beautiful are often spotted at flea mar-
kets or antique shops. 

With any luck, the insulators were 
destined to spend their lives atop 
crossarms, sparkling like beacons in the 
morning sun. However, non-thread-
ed insulators weren’t able to stay on 
their perches very well, especially in 
wet weather, and would often need to 
be manually reset onto their tapered 
wooden poles. In 1865, Louis A. Cau-
vet came up with a solution, and was 
awarded a patent to produce threaded 
pinhole insulators, which became very 
popular. 

Today, collectors of vintage insulators 
cut across all ages and interests, but 
many of the original collectors were 
lineworkers. When they were assigned 
to replace the aging glass insulators, 
some workers would keep the attractive 
ones that were made in a wide vari-
ety of colors and styles in their early 
days: aqua blue, cobalt blue, yellow, 
red, green, and even purple. One rare 
batch had an accidental splash of color 
mixed into the clear glass, as if some-
one had captured a puff of dyed smoke 
inside the mold during the production 
process. In taking the rescued tokens 
home and sharing them with friends 
and family, the attraction to these old 
devices caught on and spread. It contin-
ues to this day.

Harting says his lifelong fascination 
with electricity began when a sewing 
machine motor hooked up to a fuse 
box from his grandfather gave the 
youngster a shock. As a teenager, Hart-
ing walked the railroad tracks, picked 
up a few blue-green glass insulators 
that were used in railroad switches and 
has been adding to his collection ever 
since. 

“I’ve got purples and browns; they’re 
more rare,” Harting says. “The clear 
ones and aqua blue ones are more 
common.”

Harting is one of those people who 
began their collection intentionally, but 
it appears collecting vintage insulators 

is a habit that many fall into accidental-
ly, or by some lucky mistake.

Diane White, an executive assistant 
at Sullivan County Rural Cooperative, 
began collecting vintage insulators 
when lineworkers brought some old 
ones they had replaced into the office 
one day. 

“I thought, ‘They’re pretty cool,’ so I 
started looking on eBay and did some 
bidding, and saw the different styles 
and colors,” White says. “I became 
obsessed with collecting.”

The hobby isn’t only fun, it’s educa-
tional. 

“When I started collecting, I was new 
to the electric co-op, so I got to learn 
about what insulators do and how they 
work,” White says. “I now teach elec-
tric safety for first-graders in the local 
elementary school.”

One year at the Sullivan County 
REC Annual Meeting, attendees were 
surprised to be treated to free, vintage 
glass insulators. 

“We took a bunch of the older, 

clear, beautiful glass insulators down,” 
Harting says. “I said to the linemen, 
‘Some of the members might like these.’ 
The linemen were grumbling among 
themselves as they trucked these 100 or 
so pieces over to the meeting, wonder-
ing how many they would have to take 
back. But people grabbed handfuls and 
armfuls of the insulators, and then we 
got complaints that some people didn’t 
get one. We sent linemen out to get 
more to share.” 

The moral of that story? Collectors 
would do well to make friends with 
some lineworkers.

chance discovery
When disposing of the glass insu-

lators through the years, it was often 
reported that lineworkers would dig 
holes and toss them into the ground. 
Hence, many of the oldest and rarest 
pole toppers have been covered by 
dirt for nearly a century. Those are 
discovered only by chance, or by the 
ultra-ambitious collector who does du-
tiful research and sets out on a recovery 
mission, shovel in hand with which to 
unearth them. It’s not an uncommon 
way for a true collector to spend a sun-
ny afternoon.

Luckily, Carissa Yohn, a collector 
married to Zach Yohn, an electrician at 
Valley Rural Energy Services, a subsid-
iary of Huntingdon-based Valley REC, 
didn’t have to go to that much trouble. 
She owns some vintage insulators 
collected by her grandfather, Jacob 
Herline. 

“A majority of his collection started 
early on when he found them buried 
in the ground throughout their home 
place in Manns Choice,” she explains. 

After Herline’s children were born, 
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WHIte CoLLeCtIoN: Diane White, executive assistant at sullivan County ReC, collects vintage 
insulators, a hobby she began shortly after she started to work at the cooperative. 

stILL IN Use: some of the vintage glass insu-
lators are still in use across the Commonwealth.



resembles two mouse ears, “Beehive” 
and “Pony,” among others. The term 
“petticoat” is used to describe the bell 
shape of many insulators, and some 
are termed “double petticoat” for an 
appearance of two skirts, one atop 
the other. In addition to nicknames, a 
series of numbers are used to identi-
fy them — a combination of systems 
created by collectors and manufactur-
ers, albeit separately concocted. The 
aforementioned Hemingray 42 has the 
number CD (or consolidated design) 
154, which was assigned by collectors, 
but the style number, 42, was assigned 
by Hemingray. Though this style is 
common, their prices range from $4 to 
$100 in online auctions. 

Some items are much more difficult 
to come by, such as the earliest mid-
1800s telegraph insulator models.

The National Insulator Association 
(NIA) started in 1973 with the purpose 
of encouraging telephone, telegraph 
and power insulator collecting. At their 
shows, people can trade or buy new 
pieces for their collections, learn about 
the hobby, share stories and photos, 
or find out more about the history of 
insulators. According to their website, 
the group has more than 9,000 mem-
bers worldwide. It was around the 
time that the NIA was founded that 
amassing these relics privately began to 
gain widespread momentum. Count-
less local collector groups were started, 
some of which are still in operation 
today, and many books and websites 
were written discussing in deep detail 
the different types, colors, and materi-
als used. 

In addition to telegraph, telephone, 
and power insulators, people addition-
ally collect glass insulators from electric 
fences, lightning rod insulators, and 
radio insulators, among others. Each 
has its own unique set of qualities and 
appeal. 

Whether the collector’s fancy is elec-
tricity, glass, the assortment of dramatic 
colors, the design elements, the history 
associated with the objects or some-
thing more personal, it’s a hobby that 
simply seems to have something for 
everyone. l
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he began collecting insulators made 
in their birth years or other dates that 
were special to him. Yohn selected a 
portion of her grandfather’s collection 
when given an opportunity to take 
some of her grandparents’ belongings. 

“The grandchildren were allowed to 
take what we wanted and those insula-
tors stuck out to me — the bright col-
ors and just the importance they had to 
my grandfather made me want to keep 
them,” she says. “It’s amazing to me 
how beautiful they truly are. Something 
that you’d think would be so delicate is 
actually so strong.”

The purpose of the range of colors 
used in the vintage glass insulators is a 
mystery. One assumption is that several 
companies shared poles, so they would 
color code the glass. Another is that the 
glass factories that made the insulators 
would use whatever color glass they 
happened to have on hand after com-
pleting another project. Still another 
is that the colors have no meaning 
whatsoever. 

Hemingray, a company that made 
many glassware products, is well-
known for having made millions of 

YoHN CoLLeCtIoN: 
Carissa Yohn, wife of Zach 
Yohn, an employee of Valley 
Rural Energy Services, a 
subsidiary of Valley REC, con-
siders her collection of vintage 
insulators, above, to be very 
valuable as she inherited them 
from her grandfather, Jacob 
Herline. Left: Adams Electric 
Cooperative staff make unique 
decorations from vintage insu-
lators for an employee recog-
nition event. 

insulators. The Hemingray 42, an 
aqua-colored telegraph pin insulator 
introduced in 1921 and discontinued 
in the 1960s, is one of the most widely 
found glass insulators in America. 
Some are still located atop ancient, 
often bowing, wooden poles along 
remote rural stretches. Hemingray 
said the design helped condensation 
more easily roll off that particular style 
thanks to “drip points,” or small dots 
of rounded glass along the insulator’s 
bottom ridge, but historians surmise 
that was just a nice-sounding line used 
to sell their products, and with great 
results. Though these deep sea green 
models are radiant, in most cases, their 
commonality negatively affects their 
value. However, flat-bottomed 42s lack-
ing in drip points or 42s in an unusual 
color can still fetch a high price in the 
right market. 

Serious collectors
Most insulators have nicknames 

that collectors use to identify them. 
They tend to reflect what the insulators 
resemble, and include “hoopskirt,” 
“Mickey Mouse,” which has a top that 
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NATIONAL MINT AND TREASURY, LLC IS NOT AFFILIATED WITH THE U.S. MINT, THE U.S. GOVERNMENT, A BANK OR ANY GOVERNMENT AGENCY. IF FOR ANY REASON WITHIN 30 DAYS FROM 
SHIPMENT YOU ARE DISSATISFIED, RETURN THE PRODUCT FOR A REFUND LESS SHIPPING AND RETURN POSTAGE. THIS SAME OFFER MAY BE MADE AVAILABLE AT A LATER DATE OR IN A 
DIFFERENT GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION. OH RESIDENTS ADD 6.5% SALES TAX. NATIONAL MINT AND TREASURY, PO BOX 35609, CANTON, OH 44735 ©2020 NATIONAL MINT AND TREASURY.

Last State Restricted Silver Walking 
Liberty Bank Rolls go to state residents
Residents of the shaded states 
listed on the map below 
get first dibs on last 
remaining Bank 
Rolls loaded with 
U.S. Gov’t issued 
Silver Walking 
Liberties dating 
back to the early 
1900’s some 
worth up to 100 
times their face 
value for just the $39 
minimum set for state 
residents - all other state 
residents must pay $118 per coin if any 
remain after 7-day deadline

“It’s a miracle these State Re stricted Bank Rolls 
even exists,” said Laura Lynne, U.S. Coin and Cur
rency Treasurer for the National Mint and Trea
sury.

For the next 7 days the last remaining State 
Restricted Bank Rolls loaded with rarely seen U.S. 
Gov’t issued Silver Walking Liberties are actu
ally being handed over to residents of 49 
states who call the National TollFree 
Hotlines listed in today’s newspaper 
publication.

“I recently spoke with a retired 
Treasurer of the United States of 
America who said ‘In all my years as 
Treasurer I’ve only ever seen a hand
ful of these rare ly seen Silver Walk
ing Liberties issued by the U.S. Gov’t 
back in the early 1900’s. But to actually 
find them sealed away in State Restrict
ed Bank Rolls still in pristine condition is 
like finding buried treasure. So anyone lucky 
enough to get their hands on these Bank Rolls 
had better hold on to them,’” Lynne said.

 “That’s because the dates and mint marks 
of the U.S. Gov’t issued Silver Walking Lib
erty Half Dollars sealed away inside the State 
Restricted Bank Rolls have never been searched. 
But, we do know that some of these coins date clear 
back to the early 1900’s and are worth up to 100 
times their face value, so there is no telling 
what U.S. residents will find until they sort 
through all the coins,” Lynne went on to say.

“Rarely seen U.S. Gov’t issued silver 
coins like these are highly sought after, 
but we’ve never seen anything like this 
before. According to The Official Red 
Book, a Guide Book of United States 
Coins many Silver Walking Liberty Half 
Dollars are now worth $115  $825 each in 
collector value,” Lynne said.

“So just imagine how much these last re
maining, unsearched State Restricted Bank 
Rolls could be worth someday,” said Lynne.

 The only thing readers of today’s newspaper 
publi cation need to do is call the National Toll
Free Hotlines before the 7day deadline ends. ■

IMPORTANT: The dates and mint marks of the U.S. Gov’t issued Silver Walking 
Liberties sealed away inside the State Restricted Bank Rolls have never been 
searched. Coin values always fluctuate and there are never any guarantees, but 
any of the scarce coins shown below, regardless of their value that residents 
may find inside the sealed Bank Rolls are theirs to keep.

1916-P
Mint: Philadelphia
Mintage: 608,000

Collector Value: $55
$265

1919-P
Mint: Philadelphia
Mintage: 962,000

Collector Value: $32
$515

1921-S
Mint: San Francisco
Mintage: 548,000

Collector Value: $80
$800

1938-D
Mint: Denver

Mintage: 491,600
Collector Value: $60

$160

RESIDENTS IN 49 STATES: COVER JUST $39 MINIMUM PER COIN - 
IF YOUR STATE IS SHADED BELOW CALL: 1-800-997-8036  RWL1450

If you are a resident of one of the shaded  
states shown left you cover just the $39 
per coin state minimum set by the National 
Mint and Treasury, that’s fifteen rarely seen 
U.S. Gov’t issued Silver Walking Liberty 
half dollars worth up to 100 times their 
face value for just $585 and that’s a real 
steal because all other residents must pay 
$1,770 for each state restricted bank roll. 
Just be sure to call the National Toll Free 
Hotlines before the deadline ends 7 days 
from today’s publication date.

R1022R-1
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Dear Kyle: It’s the right time of year 
to think about how to stay cool this 
summer. There are a few low- and 
no-cost cooling strategies, like using 
ceiling fans to keep air moving, turn-
ing off unused electrical devices and 
appliances, and blocking direct sun-
light with window coverings. If you 
live where the summer evenings are 
cooler, you can let the outside air in 
late at night or early in the morning, 
then seal up the home to keep that air 
from leaking out. 

If that’s not enough, you can install 
air conditioning (A/C). Below are three 
common options for home cooling. 
Please be aware that costs are highly 
variable as your location and the 
amount of space you want to cool will 
vary widely.

Window units/portable 
cooling

Window A/C units or portable A/C 
units are the lowest-cost approach. 
Portable units can be moved from 
room to room and come equipped 
with a length of duct to exhaust hot air 
out a nearby window. Window units 
are mounted in a window opening 
and cool one room. The efficiency 
of portable and window units has 
improved over the years, but none of 
them are as efficient as most central 
A/C units or a mini-split heat pump. 

Window units have been around for 
a while, but now there are portable 

smartcircuits

options available. Evaporative cooling 
units can be less expensive than tra-
ditional A/C, but don’t buy one until 
you do the research to determine how 
well evaporative cooling works in your 
local area. Whatever you choose, make 
sure it is rated for the size of the space 
you are cooling.

ductless mini-split  
heat pumps

A ductless mini-split heat pump has 
a compressor outside the home that’s 
connected to air handler units in as 
many as four rooms. Each room’s tem-
perature can be controlled separately. 
Ductless mini-splits are an especially 
good choice for homes without forced 
air ducting systems or with leaky or 
undersized ductwork. Heat pumps can 
also be a supplemental source of heat 
in the winter.

central cooling
If your home has forced air heating 

ductwork, it can be used for an A/C 

or heat pump unit. This is a good 
option if the ductwork is sized prop-
erly and doesn’t leak, and if ducts are 
in unheated attics or crawl spaces that 
are insulated. 

As always, you can save energy and 
money by purchasing Energy Star®-
rated appliances and collecting a few 
quotes from licensed contractors.

We hope this information on home 
cooling options will start you on the 
path to a more comfortable home this 
summer. l

Pat Keegan and Brad Thiessen of 
Collaborative Efficiency write on energy 
efficiency topics for the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association, the 
national trade association representing 
more than 900 local electric coopera-
tives. From growing suburbs to remote 
farming communities, electric co-ops 
serve as engines of economic develop-
ment for 42 million Americans across 
56% of the nation’s landscape. For addi-
tional energy tips and information, visit 
collaborativeefficiency.com/energytips.

Dear Pat and Brad: My wife 
and I have been in our 
1,500-square-foot home with 

no air conditioning for 10 years now, 
and we’re tired of it! What options 
should we look into so we can stay 
cool this summer? — Kyle.

three options for home cooling
By Pat Keegan and Brad Thiessen



ATTENTION: New Medicare Benefi ciaries

Get The Benefi ts You Deserve!
I called the Medicare Coverage Helpline and 

they explained I could get a plan that includes:
• Dental & Prescription Drug Coverage
• Vision & Hearing Coverage
• New Coverage for Private Home Aides

If you want to fi nd out what you deserve, call today... 
It’s FREE and there is no obligation to enroll.

Joe Namath
Hall of Fame Quarterback  |  Super Bowl III MVP

Call to speak to a licensed insurance agent  |  Calls Answered 24 hours a day, 7 days a week

1-800-477-3187
Paid Endorsement

TTY: 711

“You’ll be happy 
you called.”

SM

Not affi liated or endorsed by any government agency or the Federal Medicare program. 
TogetherHealth Insurance, LLC is an insurance agency that contracts with multiple carriers 

with a Medicare contract (HMO, PPO, PFFS, and PDP). Enrollment in one of the plans we 
offer depends on contract renewal. Enrollment in the described plan type may be limited to 

certain times of the year unless you qualify for a special enrollment period.

• Rides to Medical Appointments
• Home Delivered Meals

Some limitations apply. Go online or call for details.

FREE
SHIPPING

Including

EASY
FINANCING

Some limitations apply. Go online or call for details.

FREE
SHIPPING

Including

SALE! GoDRpower.com
Request your FREE PRODUCT CATALOG 

Online or Toll-Free at 877-200-6699

DRstumpgrinder.com  

•  Grind away stumps fast

• Tungsten carbide-tipped teeth

•  Rotary head takes 360 
“bites” per second

•  Self-propelled 
available 

Make Stumps Disappear! 

USA
ENGINEERED AND BUILT

Assembled in the USA 
using domestic and 

foreign parts.

DR® Stump 
Grinder

America’s Original 

Field & Brush Mower!
• Mow fi eld grass up to 8' high

•  Cut brush up to 3" thick

•  Engines up to 22 HP

•  Decks up to 34" wide

•  Power steering 
available

DRfi eldbrush.com  DRpowergrader.com  

Make Your Driveway Like NEW!
•  Fill in potholes and smooth out 

washboard

•  Loosen & redistribute existing material

•  Tow with your ATV, UTV, 
or tractor

DR® Power 
Grader
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Under the farm-
land preservation 
program, farmers sell 
development rights 
to a land preservation 
board or the state on 
the condition that the 
property remains as 
farmland in perpetuity.

Electricity has been 
immortalized on 
postage stamps 
around the world. 
Almost every country 
has honored some 
aspect of the 
electrical industry 
on at least one of its 
stamps.

Rural electric distribu-
tion lines span some 
of the roughest terrain 
in Pennsylvania. For 
this reason, aerial 
vegetation control on 
cooperative rights-of-
way is used by most 
cooperatives.

National Rural electric 
Cooperative Asso-
ciation convention 
delegates work toward 
a common goal: 
providing dependable, 
economical power pro-
duced in the cleanest 
manner possible.

Dubbed the “farm system,” minor league baseball has helped 
players develop their skills for the major leagues for well 
over a century. As of 2020, eight minor league teams 

spread across Pennsylvania were affiliated with major league 
teams and two others were independent. Prior to 2020, annual 
attendance at the minor league games was estimated at 2 million.

The minor league season has traditionally gotten underway in 
April, and it often has included between-inning entertainment 
and special promotions along with the game itself. Those activ-
ities include such things as mascot races, giveaways or T-shirts 
thrown into the crowd. The trick for minor league clubs has been 
to find ways to entice casual fans and families into games. One 
way they do that is the price, which often is a better value than 
taking a family out for other activities.

The COVID-19 pandemic, however, caused delays and cancel-
lations across the major and minor league teams, and there are 
changes in the works this season as well. In an effort to allow for 
more social distancing, the 2021 Double-A and Class A seasons 
have delayed starts until after major league players and Triple-A 
players depart from camp. Also, during the offseason, some 
restructuring took place affecting minor league teams, with the 
number of teams operating under the organizational umbrella of 
a major league team being reduced across the country.
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energymatters

Whenever a hurricane, wild-
fire or other natural disaster 
causes a widespread power 

outage, people tend to ask a logical 
question: why don’t they put the power 
lines underground? It’s one of those 
questions that seems to have an easy 
answer — until you start looking at 
the details.

The debate over “undergrounding” 
power lines comes with lists of pros 
and cons on each side. But one of 
those cons tends to drown out the 
others — cost. When people hear that 
burying power lines could more than 
double their electric bill, well, that 
tends to end the discussion.

When a state experiences a major 
power outage, it often appoints a com-
mission to study ways to reduce the 
chances of another major outage. And 
the results of those studies are often 
the same, citing undergrounding lines 
as prohibitively expensive. 

But states keep studying whether 
to bury power lines, and people keep 
asking about it because power out-
ages are expensive too. In fact, they’re 
estimated to cost the U.S. $150 billion 
annually.

Wouldn’t burying power lines save 
some of that money?

It’s true that undergrounding lines 
would protect them from wind, fire, 
ice and tree branches. But there are 
more reasons. There wouldn’t be poles 
for cars to crash into or overhead lines 
for squirrels to chew up. It would also 
keep poles and wires from getting in 
the way of the natural scenery.

But overhead lines have their own 
advantages. While underground lines 
are less prone to damage, when some-
thing goes wrong, finding and repair-

ing a problem up in the air can be a 
lot easier (and faster) than locating 
and digging up the exact spot of an 
underground malfunction.

Also, underground power lines 
aren’t completely safe from natural 
disasters. They’ve been known to get 
overwhelmed with flooding, and dig-
ging or other construction can slice 
into underground service. But again, it 
really all boils down to cost. 

A 2012 study by the Edison Electric 
Institute estimated that burying exist-
ing power lines would cost between 

$93,000 and $5 million per mile of 
line, depending on the type of ser-
vice and the terrain. The study also 
included a survey that found 60% of 
respondents said they would be willing 
to pay up to 10% more on their energy 
bills to have their power lines buried. 
The actual cost, however, would be 
more than 100% higher, and with that 
information, more than 75% of the 
survey respondents said “no.”

Converting to underground lines 
could also mean higher expense to 
homeowners who might have to 
install different electrical equipment to 
accommodate the new connections.

Some people do have underground 
service. One estimate places that 
number at two out of every five util-
ity customers. In some cases, utili-
ties are placing new electric service 
underground, even though that cost 
is more expensive as well. It can cost 
three times as much to build new 
underground service compared with 
overhead lines. About 20% of the 
money spent on new electric service 
construction of distribution lines goes 
for underground projects.

While underground service is 
often impractical, utilities are finding 
other ways to increase reliability, by 
using modern smart grid technology 
and drone patrols, as well as more 
old-fashioned tree trimming. l

Paul Wesslund writes on consumer 
and cooperative affairs for the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association, 
the national trade association represent-
ing more than 900 local electric cooper-
atives. From growing suburbs to remote 
farming communities, electric co-ops 
serve as engines of economic develop-
ment for 42 million Americans across 
56% of the nation’s landscape.

HIGH-WIRE ACT: Winter weather can cause 
problems with above-ground electric lines, but 
installing all power lines underground isn’t always 
feasible.

differences between overhead and  
underground power lines

By Paul Wesslund



  |   APR I L 2021

Limitations apply.

Plus

FREE
SHIPPING
Limitations apply.

Plus

FREE
SHIPPING

SALE!

DRburncage.com  

FREE Catalog!
Call Toll-Free 

877-200-6699

with the Portable
DR® BurnCage™

BURN SAFELY

•  Stainless steel design

•  Light, durable, portable, folds 
fl at for storage

•  Perforated construction maximizes 
airfl ow

•  Traps embers and burns more 
thoroughly

Check Out Our Fantastic Selection of 

ROSES
AZALEAS

RHODODENDRON
HOLLY

ROUTE 119 HWY N (6 Miles North of Indiana)
INDIANA, PA 15701

Email:  gc@musserforests.com
Phone:  724-465-5684  Fax:  724-465-9893

Order by Phone: Order by Phone: Order by Phone: 
(724) 465-5685 or(724) 465-5685 or(724) 465-5685 or

(800) 643-8319 (800) 643-8319 (800) 643-8319 (For orders only)(For orders only)(For orders only)
Order by Fax:Order by Fax:Order by Fax:

 (724) 465-9893 (724) 465-9893 (724) 465-9893
Order by Email: Order by Email: Order by Email: 

info@musserforests.cominfo@musserforests.cominfo@musserforests.com
Order on our Website:Order on our Website:Order on our Website:

 www.musserforests.com www.musserforests.com www.musserforests.com

1880 ROUTE 119 HWY N
INDIANA, PA 15701-7341

Direct From The Grower Since 1928

FOR ADDITIONAL 
PLANT INFORMATION:

Northern Grown
Seedlings 

Transplants
Potted Liners

Musser_PennLinesAD_2.25x4.875.indd   1 12/8/20   12:13 PM

a purchase of $300 or more

BUY ONE BAND, 
GET SECOND 1/2 OFF

of equal or lesser value

Altoona  Johnstown  State College

KRANICHS.COM

DIAMOND ENGAGEMENT RINGSDIAMOND ENGAGEMENT RINGSDIAMOND ENGAGEMENT RINGSDIAMOND ENGAGEMENT RINGS

GET $300 OFF

SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. NOT AVAILABLE WITH OTHER OFFERS. EXPIRES 6/30/2021

WEDDING BANDS

Bring This Ad To Any 
Kranich’s Location And SAVE!

a purchase of $300 or more
GET $100 OFF

a purchase of $1,000 or more

Proven AQUACIDE PELLETS
Marble size pellets. Works at any depth.

www.Aquacide.com

KILL
LAKE

WEEDS
Before             After

FREE SHIPPING! Certified and
approved for use by state agencies.

State permit may be required.
Registered with the Federal E. P. A.

10 lb. bag
treats up to
4,000 sq.ft.
$99.00

50 lb. bag
treats up to
20,000 sq.ft.
$359.00 

AQUACIDE CO.AQUACIDE CO.
PO Box 10748, DEPT 443

White Bear Lake, MN  55110-0748

800-328-9350

Order today online, or request free information.

Our
66th
year
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sUsQUeHANNA PoWeR: Interest in build-
ing large-scale nuclear power plants like the 
Susquehanna Steam Electric Station, co-owned 
by Pennsylvania and New Jersey electric coop-
eratives through Allegheny Electric Cooperative, 
Inc., is not high currently. However, there is an 
alternative form of nuclear energy being planned 
that takes up much less space, and reduces 
construction costs and time: small modular 
reactors (SMRs).

techtrends

When we think about car-
bon-free sources of energy, 
solar energy and wind 

energy typically come to mind. How-
ever, there is one type of carbon-free 
energy that has seen less attention 
in recent years, and that is nuclear 
energy. While solar and wind energy 
both depend on weather conditions, 
nuclear energy can be generated at any 
time, making it a reliable and steady 
source of energy.

Even though nuclear energy is one of 
the safest forms of energy generation, 
many people immediately question its 
safety, thinking back to high-profile 
incidents. Along with public image, 
high upfront costs and lengthy con-
struction times have also made it less 
attractive to build new nuclear plants in 
the U.S. over the last several decades.

Interest in building large-scale 
nuclear power plants likely won’t 
return. However, there is an alternative 
form of nuclear energy that takes up 
much less space, reduces construction 
costs and time, and could be even safer: 
small modular reactors (SMRs). SMRs 
are nuclear reactors that only generate 
up to a certain amount of energy and 
are designed with a modular function-
ality. As the name suggests, they are 
also smaller in size, and each module 
can be linked together to create a larger 
nuclear plant. SMR technology could 
solve many of the issues that have been 
holding back nuclear energy, and it has 
the greatest potential out of any tech-
nology to bring back the nuclear energy 
industry.

The size of SMRs allows them to 
be small enough to fit in trucks for 
transportation, making it much easier 
to mass produce the modules in one 

location, and then to ship them to dif-
ferent areas nationwide. Their small 
size also means they can be located in 
areas that otherwise wouldn’t be able to 
support an entire nuclear power plant, 
like a remote town or a mining area. By 
stacking or placing several SMRs side 
by side, the total energy output can be 
customized depending on the needs of 
the surrounding community. They can 
even be used alone or combined with 
other renewable energies, making them 
more flexible. 

A huge benefit of SMRs is that they 
have much lower upfront costs com-
pared to a large nuclear power plant. 
According to one study, SMRs could 
be somewhere between 15% to 40% 
cheaper than a traditional nuclear 
power plant that provides the same 
amount of electricity. While costs for 
nuclear energy have remained steady 
over the last few decades, costs for 
renewable energies such as solar and 
wind have significantly decreased. So 
SMRs could be a game-changer in mak-

ing nuclear energy even more afford-
able and competitive than it already is.

NuScale Power is one of the most 
prominent U.S. companies currently 
developing SMR technology. The com-
pany is planning to build the first SMR 
complex in the U.S. by the end of this 
decade. Before that happens, there are 
still several issues that the company 
needs to address on safety and design 
after having their technology reviewed 
by the Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion. Several other companies are also 
developing their own SMR technology, 
including TerraPower, X-Energy, Hype-
rion Power Generation and Terrestrial. 
These companies are also still in devel-
opment stages, hoping to deploy proj-
ects in the next decade or so.

With all this in mind, it’s important 
to note that SMRs are not yet fully 
operational. A great deal of the current 
technology only exists as a computer 
model and hasn’t been built into a 
physical project. More testing and cer-
tifications must be done before we will 
see any commonplace SMR technology. 
Despite this, there’s great promise in 
the flexibility and affordability that 
SMRs can bring to the electric grid. 

There’s no way to know how viable 
SMR technology will be once it is fully 
developed, but with potential to revi-
talize nuclear energy, this technology is 
something to watch. l 

Maria Kanevsky writes on consumer 
and cooperative affairs for the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association, 
the national trade association represent-
ing more than 900 local electric cooper-
atives. From growing suburbs to remote 
farming communities, electric co-ops 
serve as engines of economic development 
for 42 million Americans across 56% of 
the nation’s landscape.

new nuclear energy technology
By Maria Kanevsky



Lineworkers 
bring the Light. 

Lineworker Appreciation Day
on April 12, remember to 

#thankALineworker.
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in the mid-1990s, and I worked on it 
for eight years, so I knew we needed to 
get started early if we were going to do 
something similar in Bedford County.”

Labor of love
Smith’s plan was to go a different 

direction than earlier Bedford County 
history books, which had focused on 
gathering family histories from area 
residents who paid to have their family 
included. He wanted the book to be 
based on facts, which would require 
years of research into primary docu-
ments dating back hundreds of years. 
Originally, he had hoped for a lot of 
assistance with research and writing, but 

Bedford County — once a part of 
Cumberland County — was declared by 
the General Assembly of the Province of 
Pennsylvania to be a separate county on 
March 9, 1771. And 250 years later — 
March 9, 2021 — the yearlong com-
memoration called the Sestercentennial 
Celebration kicked off.

The phrase “kicked off” is accu-
rate, but it doesn’t reflect the years of 
pre-planning and work that took place 
behind the scenes. What eventually 
morphed into the celebration began in 
2014 with Blair County resident and 
Valley Rural Electric Cooperative (REC) 
member Larry Smith contacting Gillian 
Leach, executive director of the Bedford 
County Historical Society and a member 
of Bedford REC, about the possibility of 
him researching and writing a history 
book.

Explaining his interest, Smith says, “I 
live in East Freedom, which was origi-
nally part of Bedford County, and most 
of my family comes from the Bedford 
County area, so I have always had an af-
finity for the county and been interested 
in its history and involved in its histor-
ical society. One of my great-grandpar-
ents was William Proctor Jr., who was 
one of the first justices of the peace in 
Bedford County and the county’s first 
sheriff in 1771. … I published the ‘150th 
Anniversary History of Blair County’ 

bedford county marks  
250 years of history

By Kathy Hackleman 
Senior Editor/Writer

There is “history” and there’s “his 
story,” and often they are not the 
same. The people behind this 

year’s 250th anniversary celebration 
of the creation of Bedford County are 
focusing on history — facts they can 
document — not on the accounts of 
individuals regarding what happened 
decades or even centuries ago that can’t 
be documented or are just plain incor-
rect (also known as “his story”).

as it worked out, he did the majority of 
both, working for at least a few hours 
every day for more than five years. He 
would often stay up until the wee hours 
of the morning, researching or writing, 
and at work, he would even write during 
his lunch hour.

The result of his labor of love is a 
two-volume, 1,090-page look into 
the factual history of the county titled 
“Bedford County, Pennsylvania: Two 
and One-Half Centuries in the Making.” 
Not only did Smith research and write a 
majority of the history book, he also did 
the page layout, created the maps and all 
of the other visual elements of the book, 
and designed the celebration’s official 

AND We’Re oFF: Bedford County’s celebration of the 250th anniversary of the creation of Bedford 
County kicks off on March 9 at the Bedford County Courthouse. The county — originally a part of 
Cumberland County — was declared to be a separate county on March 9, 1771. The Sestercentennial 
Celebration will continue throughout the year. 
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logo. Other contributors to the book 
include: Cheryl Brumbaugh-Cayford, 
Doris Dibert, Terry Doran, Kay Dull, 
William F. Fine, Patricia F. Harrison, 
David Heller, William Roy Mock, Ron 
Morgan, David N. Petit and Debra E. 
Topinka.

Smith spent years researching histor-
ical documents. Among his interesting 
finds: an 1850s ordinance made it illegal 
to race a horse cart on Bedford’s Penn 
Street (says Smith, “Apparently the 
young men tended to meet on Saturdays 
and Sundays to race their horses down 
Penn Street”), and in the early 1860s, 
Bedford Borough outlawed playing foot-
ball due to the noise level of the athletes 
and their fans. He also found documen-
tation that differed from some long-held 
versions of the past. 

“This book doesn’t change history, but 
it explains it to people who don’t under-
stand historical context and translations, 
and through the years may have gotten 
the wrong idea about some parts of the 
county’s history,” Smith says.

As an example, Smith says “zaun,” the 
German word for fence, was translated 
into English as “tun” and eventually 
into “town.” Through the years, many 
people have believed the early “towns” 
referred to in Bedford County history 
were villages where people lived, when 
in reality, they were individual trading 
posts. Trading posts such as the well-
known John Ray Trading Post usually 
included two buildings — one housing 
goods to be sold while the other was the 
trader’s residence — surrounded by a 
fence. This caused misunderstandings 
through the years as oral history often 
confused a town with a village, which is 
the common usage of the words today.

fascinating stories
Randy Hillegass, president of the 

historical society board and a member 
of the 250th anniversary committee, 
hopes snippets of history like these will 
encourage people to learn more about 
Bedford County. Hillegass, a member of 
Bedford REC whose family has lived in 
the area since 1800, became immersed 
in local history when as a young student 
he learned that President George Wash-

ington reviewed the troops near the 
current location of the Bedford Middle 
School in 1794. Washington was head-
quartered in Bedford at the Espy House 
during his attempt to quell the Whiskey 
Rebellion. 

“I thought, ‘Wow, that is just awe-
some,’” Hillegass says. “I wish more peo-
ple knew the history of Bedford County. 
Learning dates and places can be boring, 
but actually learning the stories of what 
happened here is fascinating. Many 
notable things happened here.”

The committee has scheduled several 
educational and/or fun events through-
out the coming year, although some 
events have been canceled and others 
rescheduled or reconfigured because of 
concerns about the coronavirus, Leach 
explains.

Instead of a large, indoor kickoff event 
on March 9, Hillegass says organizers 
held a smaller outdoor event where they 
lighted a simulated “eternal flame” that 
will remain electrified until it is formally 
extinguished at a ceremony planned as 
an ending to the celebration in No-
vember. Bedford Area Middle School 
students under the direction of Cody 
Butterbaugh designed and built the 
lantern and pedestal where it rests. They 
plan to hold a larger grand opening cer-
emony featuring speeches and entertain-
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IN CostUMe: Larry smith, left, is a major driving 
force behind Bedford County’s 250th anniversary 
celebration. Among other things, he is the author 
of a two-volume history book, “Bedford County, 
Pennsylvania: Two and One-Half Centuries in 
the Making.” Behind him is Bill Mock, a member 
of the Bedford County Historical Society. The 
men were participating in the March 9 ceremony, 
which included the “lighting” of a simulated eter-
nal flame that will burn throughout the year.

LoNG HIstoRY: Bedford is the site of this 
historical marker placed through a program of the 
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission 
to remember the people, places and events that 
have shaped the Commonwealth.

ment on May 1 on the Bedford County 
Courthouse lawn when the weather is 
expected to be more conducive to out-
side events.

Other major events will include a pa-
rade in September and a closing banquet 
in the fall. Hillegass notes the committee 
has tried to include activities that would 
interest a wide variety of people, from 
the young to the old, from residents 
to visitors. The committee’s website, 
created by Smith, always has up-to-date 
information about events and will reflect 
any changes that need to be made as the 
year progresses. In addition, the commit-
tee is working on a small souvenir photo 
book to record “history as it is today” 
to be available through the historical 
society.

According to Leach, there are still 
a few copies from the first printing of 
Smith’s history book available to be 
purchased through the historical society. 
Once those are gone, she will take 
names to see if there is interest enough 
for a second printing. Donations to help 
fund activities related to the anniversary 
celebration may be sent to the Bedford 
County Historical Society (designate that 
the donation is to be used for the 250th 
anniversary), 6441 Lincoln Highway, 
Bedford, PA 15522. More information 
about the anniversary is available online 
at bedford250.com.  l
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countrykitchen

Spring has sprung!
By Anne M. Kirchner

I am always eager to welcome spring. It’s a time for planning a garden and an-
ticipating fresh produce and fruits that will soon be available at the local farm-
er’s market. I like maintaining a healthy diet. And there’s no better way to stay 

healthy than to reap the benefits of homegrown food.

Spring is also a sign of new beginnings. We celebrate the miracle of rebirth at Easter. 
We recognize Earth Day — a time dedicated to raising awareness for the Earth and 
all its natural resources. It’s only fitting that April is also known as “Lawn and Garden 
Month.” 

April gets its name from the Latin word “aperio” meaning “to open” or “to bud.” As winter’s chill begins to fade, I invite you 
to celebrate the month with some of my favorite “welcome to spring” recipes. May you embrace the spirit of regeneration and 
healthy beginnings.

Trained in public relations, Anne 
m. Kirchner focuses her writing 
on human connections, travel 
and culinary arts. she enjoys 
researching food origins, 
exploring cooking techniques 
and creating new recipes.

Boil red potatoes until tender, approximately 10 
minutes. Add asparagus pieces for the last 5 minutes of 
cooking. Drain and set aside. Combine olive oil, white 
balsamic vinegar, Dijon mustard, garlic, salt, pepper 
and sugar in a small bowl; whisk until blended. Add 
red onion, parsley and dressing to potatoes and aspara-
gus. Gently toss; refrigerate until serving time. Makes 8 
to 12 servings.

Provencal Potato & Asparagus 
Salad
12 red potatoes, cut 

into cubes
1 bunch asparagus 

spears, cut into 
1-inch pieces

1/2 red onion, diced
1/2 cup parsley, 

chopped
1/2 cup extra virgin 

olive oil

2 tablespoons white 
balsamic vinegar

1 tablespoon Dijon 
mustard

1 clove garlic, minced
2 teaspoons kosher salt
1 teaspoon black 

pepper
1 teaspoon sugar

Bring a large pot of water to boil; add farfalle and cook 
for 10 to 12 minutes. Drain well and pour pasta back 
into the pot. Heat olive oil in large skillet; add asparagus, 
red pepper and broccoli. Sauté for a few minutes then 
add zucchini and cook until tender but crisp. Season 
vegetables with salt and pepper and transfer to a bowl; 
set aside. Place skillet back on stovetop and melt butter 
over medium heat; add shallot and garlic. Stir in lemon 
zest and vegetable broth. Simmer for 5 minutes until 
broth reduces by half. Stir in heavy cream and juice from 
lemon. Add peas to pasta bowl; stir in cooked vegeta-
bles. Pour lemon sauce over the pasta and vegetables. 
Stir in tomatoes and parmesan. Makes 6 to 8 servings.

Generously spray two 9-inch round pans with cooking 
spray. Combine cake flour, sugar, baking soda, cinnamon, 
salt and allspice; set aside. In a separate bowl, blend 
mayonnaise, eggs and pineapple. Add to flour mixture 
and beat with an electric mixer for 5 minutes, scraping 
bowl occasionally. Stir in carrots and pecans. Pour batter 
into pans and bake at 350 degrees for approximately 30 
minutes. Cool for 10 minutes. Remove from pans; cool 
completely on wire rack before frosting. For frosting, 
blend margarine and cream cheese until smooth. Grad-
ually add powdered sugar and vanilla. Place one cake 
layer on platter; spread with frosting. Top with remaining 
cake layer; spread top and sides of cake with remaining 
frosting. Refrigerate until serving. Makes 16 servings.

16 ounces farfalle pasta
2 tablespoon olive oil
8 ounces asparagus, 

cut into 1-inch pieces
1 red pepper, diced
2 cups broccoli florets
1 zucchini, cubed
1 teaspoon kosher salt
1/2 teaspoon black 

pepper
2 tablespoons butter

1 shallot, minced
2 gloves garlic, minced
1 lemon 
1/8 teaspoon red pepper 

flakes
1 cup vegetable broth
1/2 cup heavy cream
1 cup frozen peas
1 1/2 cups cherry 

tomatoes, halved
1/2 cup shredded 

parmesan

2 1/4 cups cake flour
1 1/2 cups sugar
2 teaspoons baking soda
2 teaspoons cinnamon
1/2 teaspoon kosher 

salt
1/2 teaspoon allspice
3/4 cup mayonnaise
3 large eggs
1 (8 ounce) can crushed 

pineapple, undrained

2 cups carrots, shredded
3/4 cup chopped 

pecans

1 cup margarine
2 (8 ounce) packages 

cream cheese, 
softened

2 pounds powdered 
sugar

4 teaspoons white 
vanilla

Pasta Primavera

Pineapple carrot cake
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IF YoU NeeD A sMALL tRee: the American 
fringe tree makes a good small-space tree 
choice, even though it’s not well known.

10 of the best small trees for  
Pennsylvania yards

By George Weigel

Arbor Day is the last Friday of April 
for good reason.

That timing happens to be one of the 
year’s best windows for planting trees.

Trees offer all sorts of benefits 
(shade, beauty, carbon reduction, 
bird-nesting, pollinator food, etc.), but 
not just any tree is suited for any spot.

Small yards and small spaces call 
for small species. And when overhead 
power lines are nearby, shorties are a 
must.

Fortunately, we have plenty of 
choices to pick from. If you’re up for 
adding a tree or three this Arbor Day, 
here are 10 of the best small options:

American fringe tree. Surprisingly 
little-known despite being a native 
species, this spring bloomer stands out 
for its shaggy white flower strands that 
look like confetti. It’ll grow as a multi-
stem small tree or can be pruned to a 
single trunk, and its fall foliage is yel-
low. Figure on a size of about 18’ x 18.’ 
Sun or part shade.

Sweetbay magnolia. One of the best 
choices for part-shade and damp spots, 
this slow-growing native gets fragrant 
white flowers in May. Sweetbay mag-
nolias also can deal with full sun, and 
they make a good choice around patios. 
20’ x 18’. Sun or part shade.

Dogwood. American dogwoods are 
some of the most beautiful trees in 
bloom (white or pink in May), but 
they’re a bit picky on siting. They do 
best as an understory or dappled-shade 
tree in rich, loose, acidic soil instead 
of the clay-soil and full-sun treatment 
they often get. If you have full sun and 
bad soil, consider the non-native kousa 
dogwood, which has a more horizontal 
habit and blooms a month later.

Both types have red to red-orange fall 

george Weigel is a Pennsyl-
vania Certified Horticulturist, 
author of two books geared to 
gardening in Pennsylvania, and 
garden columnist for The Patri-
ot-News/Pennlive.com in Har-
risburg. His website is http://
georgeweigel.net.

Stewartia. This four-season non-na-
tive isn’t the easiest to grow (avoid 
windy, full-sun sites, and clay soil), 
but in a happy spot, stewartia deliv-
ers white flowers in late spring, a 
stunning kaleidoscope of red/gold/
orange fall foliage, and peeling, Dalma-
tian-like bark for winter. Stewartias are 
slow-growing and top out around 20’ x 
18’. Part shade.

Paperbark maple. One of the small-
est and slowest-growing maples, the 
best trait of paperbark maple is the 
peeling cinnamon-colored bark. It’s as 
nice in winter when bare as any time. 
Fall foliage isn’t as brilliant as red and 
sugar maples, but it’s still very good. 
25’ x 20’. Full sun to light shade.

Dwarf river birch “Little King.” Our 
native river birch is an excellent tree 
with peeling bark and showy fall foli-
age, too, but it can quickly grow to 40 
feet or more. The variety “Little King” 
is a small-yard-friendly version that’s 
more compact and slower-growing, yet 
with the same cinnamon-colored peel-
ing bark and yellow fall foliage. 12’-14’ 
x 16’. Sun or part shade.

Seven-son flower. This little tree, 
known botanically as Heptacodium, 
is hard to find but worth it if you do. 
Seven-son flower blooms white in 
late summer, then gets reddish seed 
capsules that masquerade as a second 
bloom. The whitish-gray peeling bark 
adds winter interest. 18’ x 12’. Full sun 
to light shade. l

powerplants

fruits and red or burgundy fall foliage, 
plus kousa dogwoods add flaking bark 
for winter interest. Figure on 18’ to 25’ 
tall and 16’ to 20’ wide.

Serviceberry (a.k.a. juneberry). 
Another good, versatile, small native 
tree with multi-season features, service-
berries bloom white in early spring, 
then produce edible blue berries in 
June, then finish the season in a blend 
of blazing fall foliage. These take full 
sun or part shade. 18’ to 20’ x 15’.

Redbud. Redbuds are another small 
native species best known for their 
deep-pink to lavender flowers that run 
along the branches before the heart-
shaped leaves appear. The “Appala-
chian Red” variety is one of the show-
iest bloomers, while “Forest Pansy,” 
“Hearts of Gold,” and others offer dark 
or golden foliage. 18’-20’ x 20’. Best in 
shade to part shade.

Crabapple. Flowering crabapples 
offer one of the best choices for beau-
tiful blooms in full sun and less-than-
ideal soil. These are nearly covered in 
white or pink flowers in May, followed 
by red or orange fruits in late summer 
to fall. Most newer varieties have less-
messy, berry-sized fruits than the golf-
ball-sized crabapples of yesteryear. 18’ x 
16’. Full sun.
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Penn Lines classified advertisements reach nearly 166,000 rural Pennsylvania households! Please note 
ads must be received by the due date to be included in the requested issue month. Ads received beyond 
the due date will run in the next available issue. Written notice of changes and cancellations must be re-
ceived 30 days prior to the issue month. Classified ads will not be accepted by phone, fax or email. For 
more information please contact Michelle M. smith at 717-233-5704.

FREE Headings: 
• Around the House
• Business opportunities 
• employment opportunities
• Gift & Craft Ideas
• Livestock & Pets
• Miscellaneous

• Motor Vehicles & Boats
• Nursery & Garden
• Real estate
• Recipes & Food
• tools & equipment
• Vacations & Campsites
• Wanted to Buy

PLEASE SubmIt A cLEARLy WRIttEn oR tyPEd  
SHEEt WItH tHE foLLoWIng REquIREd InfoRmAtIon:

o  cooperative members should please submit the mailing 
label from Penn Lines as proof of membership.

o  non-members should submit name, address, phone number, 
and email address, if applicable.

o month(s) in which the ad is to run.

o Ad copy as it is to appear in the publication.

o  Heading ad should appear under, or name of special heading 
(additional fee). See below for FREE heading options.

cLASSIfIEd Ad SubmISSIon/RAtES 

Electric co-op members: 
$20 per month for 30 words or less, plus 50¢ for each additional word.

non-members: 
$70 per month for 30 words or less, plus $1.50 for each additional word.

Ad in all cAPItAL letters: 
Add 20 percent to total cost. 

SPEcIAL Headings: 
$5 for co-op members, $10 for non-members. Fee applies to any heading not 
listed under “FREE Headings”, even if the heading is already appearing in Penn 
Lines. For ads running a special heading in consecutive months, the fee is a one-
time fee of either $5 or $10 for all consecutive insertions. 

PAymEnt:
Please make cHEcK/monEy oRdER payable to: PREA/Penn Lines. 
Insertion of classified ad serves as proof of publication; no proofs supplied.

SEnd comPLEtEd Ad coPy And PAymEnt to: 
Penn Lines Classifieds • P.o. Box 1266 • Harrisburg, PA 17108 

HEALtH & WELLnESS

PA IMMUNe–BoostING WILD forage herbal 
dietary supplements for optimum health and 
wellness. Teas, tinctures, elixirs and bitters. 
Shop online for product list.
www.allmountainapothecary.com.

HuntIng LEASES

WANteD HUNtING LAND – there is a current 
demand for hunting leases. Call for evaluation 
of your property. Professionally managed. 
Generate yearly income. $1,000,000 liability 
insurance. Know who is on your property. www.
nollsforestryservices.com. Call Ron. 724-422-
5525.

mASonRy REPAIRS

sPeCIALIZING IN RestoRING AND 
RePAIRING masonry structures. We love 
old churches! Serving Western PA for 25 
years. Contact Russ, Crane Masonry. www.
cranemasonry.com. 724-465-0225.

mEISIngER gunSmItH & LAtHE co.

GUNsMItH & MACHINe WoRK. FFL, 
repairs ,  restorat ions,  customizat ions, 
Cerakote, immersion bluing, appraisals and 
histories, consignment sales. Full service. Gift 
certificates! Like us at: www.facebook.com/
gunsmithandlathe. Bob at MG&L. 724-675-
8046.

mIScELLAnEouS

FOR SALE: Buckets, forks, thumbs, grapple 
buckets and pallet forks for skid loaders, 
backhoes and excavators. Tires for backhoes, 
rubber tire loaders and excavators also. Call 
814-329-0118.

“AA” RoofIng

eXPeRts IN HARD-to-FIND LeAKs! Roof 
repairs – all types. House-barn roofs painted. 
slate work – chimney repairs. southwestern PA 
for over 40 years. speedy service! 814-445-
4400.

ARound tHE HouSE

CLOCK REPAIR: If you have an antique 
grandfather clock, mantel clock or old pocket 
watch that needs restored, we can fix any 
timepiece. Macks Clock Repair: 814-421-7992.

CARPeNteR Bees Be GoNe!!! solid wood 
carpenter bee traps. No chemicals. stoPs 
BoRING. trapped bees are visible. Reusable. 
$25. Buy 4 for free shipping. Information/order: 
www.boringbees.com. Call 814-333-1225.

sPeCIAL oFFeR – BotH CooKBooKs 
FoR $12. “Country Cooking” – $5, including 
postage. “Recipes Remembered” – $7, 
including postage. Both of these cookbooks 
are a collection of recipes from men and women 
of the electric co-ops of Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey. Payable to: Pennsylvania Rural Electric 
Association, P.O. Box 1266, Harrisburg, PA 
17108. Write Attention: Cookbooks. 

buILdIng SuPPLIES   

FACtoRY seCoNDs of insulation, 4 x 8 
sheets, foil back. R-Value 6.5 per inch. Great for 
pole buildings, garages, etc. Many thicknesses 
available. Also blue board insulation sheets. 814-
442-6032.

steeL RooFING AND sIDING. over 25 years 
in business. Several profiles cut to length. 29- 
and 26-gauge best quality residential roofing – 
40-year warranty. Also, seconds, heavy gauges, 
accessories, etc. Installation available. Located 
northwestern Pennsylvania. 814-398-4052.

buSInESS oPPoRtunItIES

TAYLOR SOFT SERVE ice cream freezer. 
Model #C713-27. Used less than one year. 
two flavors and twist. 814-494-7310.

conSuLtIng foREStRy SERVIcES

NoLL’s FoRestRY seRVICes. timber sales, 
Appraisals, Forest Management Plans, Forest 
Improvement Work, Wildlife Habitat Management. 
FREE Timber Land Recommendations. 30 years 
experience. Visit www.nollsforestryservices.com. 
Call Ron, 724-422-5525.

CeNtRe FoRest ResoURCes. Forest 
Management Services, Wildl i fe Habitat 
Management, Timber Sales, Appraisals. College-
educated, professional, ethical foresters working 
for you. FRee timber Consultation. 814-571-
7130.

RAYstoWN FoRestRY CoNsULtING 
timber sales, appraisals, wildlife habitat 
management. Dedicated to sustainable harvests 
for present and future generations to enjoy. 45 
years experience. 814-448-0040 or 814-448-
2405.

gIft & cRAft IdEAS

sPeCIAL oFFeR – BotH CooKBooKs 
FoR $12. “Country Cooking” – $5, including 
postage. “Recipes Remembered” – $7, 
including postage. Both of these cookbooks 
are a collection of recipes from men and women 
of the electric co-ops of Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey. Payable to: Pennsylvania Rural Electric 
Association, P.O. Box 1266, Harrisburg, PA 
17108. Write Attention: Cookbooks.

HEALtH InSuRAncE

DO YOU HAVE THE BLUES regarding your 
health insurance? We cater to rural America’s 
health insurance needs. For more information, 
call 800-628-7804. Call us regarding Medicare 
supplements, too.

 ISSuE montH Ad dEAdLInE
        June 2021  April 16
        July 2021  may 17
        August 2021  June 17
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mIScELLAnEouS

tHe HARDY H4 outside wood stove. 180,000 
BTU. Asking $1,500. 5’ x 10’ trailer registered 
gross weight 2,990 lbs. with 3 ramps. Asking 
$800. Used kitchen cabinets, make offer. Call: 
814-623-9610.

FOR SALE: I.T.E. Pushamatic circuit breakers, 
single pole - $10/each. 5 or more - $8/each. 
Double pole - $30/each. 814-695-5127.

IN-HoMe FReeZe DRYeR by Harvestright. 
New, never used. Vacuum oil pump, stainless 
steel trays, mylar bags, recipe book. $2,000. 
814-494-7310.

motoR VEHIcLES

2001 PROWLER with matching trailer. Less 
than 3,000 miles. $39,900. 2005 SSR Chevy 
pickup convertible, 61,000 miles. $25,000. 
2005 Honda trike with matching trailer, 24,055 
miles. $17,000. 2008 Honda trike, 5,345 miles, 
extra lights. $21,000. 1923 Chevy Coupe, 
excellent condition, to be restored. $19,000. 
814-494-7310.

PoWdER coAtIng

ALMost ANYtHING MetAL can be powder 
coated: auto parts, lawn furniture, wheels, etc. 
Restores, protects, preserves. 1,200-degree 
manifold coating. Arthurs Powder Coating, 263 
sexton Road, Indiana, PA 15701. 724-349-
3770.

REAL EStAtE

VIRGINIA’s eAsteRN sHoRe. Fishermen and 
beach lover’s paradise. Access Chesapeake 
Bay or Atlantic Ocean within minutes. Waterside 
Village 3/4-acre homesites near marina from 
$18,000 with fenced and locked RV/camper 
storage available. Beach access nearby. 
Waterfront sites available on bayside and seaside. 
Many free boat ramps within minutes. Low, low 
taxes. Kirkwoodontheshore.com. 757-678-7631.

LooKING to BUY oR seLL? timberland 
Realty specializes in land, sporting properties, 
camps, cabins, farms, waterfront, exquisite 
second homes and timber land since 1987. 
Call our office at 716-962-9935 or agents 
by region: Western PA: Craig Wozniak 412-
559-4198; Dan McCracken 724-541-4105; 
Ron Westover 724-422-5525. Central PA: 
John tallman 717-921-2476. Brian Bullard, 
Managing Broker, 716-499-5608. Website: 
www.timberlandrealty.net.

REcIPES & food

HAVe YoU eVeR GooGLeD – “Health Benefits 
of Buckwheat” or “Buckwheat Honey?” We sell 
“white” B.W. flour and honey. Also, local farmed/
processed CBD oil. Use discount code “PALN.” 
www.ie-cbd.com or 814-736-8266.

sPeCIAL oFFeR – BotH CooKBooKs 
FoR $12. “Country Cooking” – $5, including 
postage. “Recipes Remembered” – $7, 
including postage. Both of these cookbooks 
are a collection of recipes from men and women 
of the electric co-ops of Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey. Payable to: Pennsylvania Rural Electric 
Association, P.O. Box 1266, Harrisburg, PA 
17108. Write Attention: Cookbooks. 

SHAKLEE

FREE SAMPLE Shaklee’s Energy Tea. 
Combination red, green and white teas that are 
natural, delicious, refreshing, safe. For sample 
or more information on tea or other Shaklee 
Nutrition/Weight Loss Products: 800-403-
3381 or www.pws.shaklee.com/sbarton.

tRActoR PARtS – REPAIR/REStoRAtIon

ARTHURS TRACTORS, specializing in vintage 
Ford tractors, 30 years experience, online 
parts catalog/prices, Indiana, PA 15701. 
Contact us at 877-254-FoRD (3673) or www.
arthurstractors.com.

VAcAtIonS & cAmPSItES

NeW sMYRNA BeACH, Fla., condo rental. 
Two bedrooms, two baths, pool. 200 yards from 
beach. Not available January-March. $650 per 
week or $2,400 per month. 814-979-8058 or 
814-635-4020. 

PAWLeYs IsLAND, sC BeACH home rental! 
Pinch Me! Sleeps 12. 2nd row beach, dock 
on creek. America’s first resort. Book at www.
lachicotte.com/pinchme. 877-857-1778.

PAttoN, PA: FULLY FURNIsHeD 3-bedroom 
home for rent located 2 miles from Rock Run 
Recreation and Prince Gallitzin State Park. Rates 
starting at $65 a night. 814-674-8037 or 814-
656-2945.

BetHANY BeACH, De, sea Colony, ocean 
front condominium, two bedroom, two 
bathrooms, fully remodeled. Prime summer 
weekly rentals at $3,395 to $3,695. Pre- and 
post-season rentals, three nights minimum. 
Email: stewart777@att.net for pictures or call 
302-569-5873.

WAntEd – oLd bARnS

We BUY QUALIFIeD oLD BARNs. We 
also dismantle old sheds, warehouses, and 
outbuildings. No sunday calls. Call 814-766-
9925.

WAntEd to buy

ANtIQUe AND CLAssIC American, and foreign 
cars, motorcycles, trucks, Broncos, Blazers 
and Scouts. Any condition. Will buy entire car 
collections. krmiller1965@yahoo.com. 717-577-
8206.

ANtIQUe AND CLAssIC motorcycles wanted. 
All makes and sizes. BsA, Norton, triumph, 
Honda, Yamaha, Suzuki, Kawasaki, etc. 
krmiller1965@yahoo.com. 717-577-8206.

VINtAGe WoMeN’s and children’s clothing 
from the 1930s, 1940s, 1950s and 1960s. 
Men’s work wear/farm wear/denim 1900s to 
1950s (any condition). Call or text to 814-386-
5763.

BUY VINtAGe HoNDA motorcycles, mini 
bikes, dirt bikes. 1960 - 1980. XR75, CT70, 
ST90, SL70, Z50, S90. All types big and small. 
Parts collections, parts bikes, non-running, 
rough, all considered. 724-972-8701.

WAntEd to buy

AtteNtIoN HUNteRs – PA HUNtING 
LICeNses WANteD. Collector buying old PA 
hunting licenses. I buy cloth, metal and paper 
licenses. Doe licenses wanted. Please call 412-
494-9111.

WAtER condItIonIng & PuRIfIcAtIon

B & J WATER has the solution to your water 
needs. Custom-built treatment systems for 
your water, serving Western Pennsylvania. 
Call for free in-home water analysis and 
recommendations. Call 800-806-7882, 814-
752-2692, 814-221-7763.

Farms are part 
of our electric 
cooperative.

Have something to sell?
Place a classified ad in
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punchlines

It’s curtains for you
By John Kasun

A writer with more than  
30 years of experience, John 
Kasun, a lifelong Pennsylva-
nian, looks for the humor in 
everyday life and then tells a 
story from that perspective. 
He is a member of Valley 
Rural Electric Cooperative.

None of these things went through 
my mind when my wife, Sandy, 
recently asked, “Have you thought 
about our bedroom curtains lately?” 
For an instant, the world stopped, and I 
felt like a deer caught in the headlights. 
My mind was spinning as it searched 
for a possible answer. Had I forgotten 
the anniversary of when we put cur-
tains in the bedroom? Was I supposed 
to do something with the curtains in 
the bedroom? Was this a trick ques-
tion? 

I spoke slowly as I asked, “Do we 
have curtains in the bedroom?” 

She breezed past my answer and 
kept on talking. “I was thinking about 
putting up blinds in the bedroom with 
new curtains and a swag over the top of 
new drapery rods and wanted to know 
what you thought,” she said sweetly. 

Drawing on all 59 years of my mar-
ital experience, I used my safe go-to 
response. “Whatever you want to do is 
OK with me,” I said, hoping we could 
change the subject to the latest news 
from North Korea.

Three days later, I opened my back 
door to find several boxes that had 
been left by FedEx. One box was so 
heavy I was sure I had won the Read-
er’s Digest Sweepstakes and inside was 
a new red sports car. After dragging the 

boxes into the house, I learned my wife 
had ordered multiple window treatment 
combinations that we could hang to see 
what complemented the room decor. 

It was obvious to me that this project 
was like riding a roller coaster where 
you get on, get a tight grip and hope 
you don’t get killed in the process. What 
started out as a nice homeowners’ proj-
ect for a rainy day turned into a week I 
remember from my Army basic training 
days. Up the ladder, hold the curtain up, 
move the curtain to the right, no, your 
other right. Down the ladder and get 
another color curtain, down the ladder, 
move the ladder, etc.

Instead of just our bedroom, my wife 
decided to do all the bedrooms, which 
meant installing multiple window rods 
or drapery rods on various windows, 
which also meant different hardware. 
I made so many trips to the hardware 
store they set up a special parking 
place for me. As you might guess, none 
of the new rod mounting brackets 
matched the old mounting holes. That 
meant drilling holes for each mount 
and filling in the old holes to keep 
them from looking like a pegboard.

The one good thing that has come 
from this process is the fact that I will 
be appearing shortly on the popular 
“Shark Tank” TV show. This is the pro-
gram that helps inventors market new 
products. I intend to offer steel plates 
that can be mounted around windows 
in new or old homes. These plates will 
come complete with a series of mag-
netic curtain rods and drapery mounts. 
Once the steel plates are installed, the 
magnetic rods can then be placed as 
desired without the need for drilled 
holes or fasteners. A remote control 
will then allow the lady of the house 
to simply sit back and, with the use 
of a remote or a special app on their 
iPhone, move the curtain rods to differ-
ent locations and heights, all without 
the need of any assistance (a husband). 
If this idea works, I could be a rich 
man. If not, “It’s curtains for me.” l

The first time I heard “It’s cur-
tains for you” was when a 
gangster said it in one of those 

“B”-rated crime movies when I was a 
kid. You have never heard “It’s curtains 
for you” used as a birthday greeting, as 
a form of congratulations or something 
you would yell at your favorite team if 
they just scored a touchdown. “It’s cur-
tains for you” normally means some-
thing bad is going to happen.
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Valley REc
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northwestern REc
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Kristen Seely
northwestern REc

ruralreflections

Spring is here!

Yes, there will be some cool, if not downright cold, days 
left, but it’s a sure bet that warm, sunny days are in 
our future. No matter what the Pennsylvania weather 

brings, we want to see photos highlighting your camping, 
fishing, playing and working adventures, as well as the beau-
tiful Pennsylvania scenery.

Amateur photographers are encouraged to send photos to 
Penn Lines Photos, P.O. Box 1266, Harrisburg, PA 17108-1266. 
Include your name, address, phone number and the name of 
your electric cooperative. 2021 winners in each of five catego-
ries — artistic, landscape, human, animal, and editor’s choice 
— will receive $75 and runners-up will receive $25.

We work ahead, so please send summer photos by May; fall 
photos by July and winter photos by September (hint: save 
your spring photos to submit next year). 2021 photos will be 
returned in early 2022 if you include a self-addressed, stamped 
envelope. l






